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General Information

The Sudbury Catholic District School Board (SCDSB) is located in
northern Ontario and encompasses the City of Greater Sudbury and
the Municipalities of French River, Killarney, Markstay-Warren and 
St. Charles. 

The Board, with a 2007/08 total ADE enrolment of 6,417 students 
(4,396 elementary and 2,021secondary), currently operates 20 
elementary and 4 secondary schools and 1 Adult & Continuing 
Education Centre.

M $4.6= 2008-09 Capital Budget 
M $65.0= 2008-09 Operating Budget 
M $69.6= 2008-09 Total Board Budget 



School Board Funding

Boards primarily funded by Ministry based on enrolment

• Boards receive operating and capital grants
• Operating grants fund on-going costs such as staffing, resources,

supplies, programs, student transportation, facility operations &
maintenance (ie - utilities, cleaning)

• Capital grants fund one-time facility related projects such as
construction (new schools & additions), major repairs and
renovations, debt payments on long-term capital financing

• Criteria surrounding use of funds (enveloping):
• Classroom, Non-Classroom, Special Education, Board

Administration & Governance, and Capital
• Required to pass a Balanced Budget (Revenue = Expenses)
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School Board Revenues

4



# of  Board Employees
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Planning Review Areas
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Planning Review Areas Map
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Educational Programs
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Challenges: Declining Enrolment

Not unlike many other Boards in the Province, 
Sudbury Catholic DSB is experiencing declining 
enrolment.

Elementary school enrolment can be expected to 
decline by 556 students or 13.0% by 2017/18.

Secondary school enrolment is projected to fall by 351 
students or 16.5% over the same time period. 

Enrolment in 2022-23 is projected to be 1,158 students 
(18%) lower than current levels by 2022-23.
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Enrolment Decline: Elementary
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Enrolment Decline: Secondary
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Enrolment Decline by Planning Area
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Challenge: School Utilization

School Utilization compares actual and projected 
enrolments with the capacity of each school.

Overall, the current utilization of the Board’s schools is 
75.0%, but is expected to fall to 61.5% by 2022-23. 

Currently 13 of the 25 schools are operating at less than 
80% of capacity.

By 2022-23, 22 of the Board’s 25 schools are projected to 
operate at less than 80% capacity.
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School Utilization Decline

Based on enrolment projections developed in 2008 the 
number of surplus spaces is expected to increase to 3,309 
by 2022-23, with the overall utilization rate projected to fall 
to 61.5%.
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Challenge: School Operations Costs 

In 2007 -08 actual expenditures for school  operations (i.e.: heating, 
lighting, cleaning and routine  maintenance) are $438,619, or 7.1% 
higher than the funding provided for this purpose. This gap is 
projected to increase to $1,123,533, or 20.6% by 2022-23.
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Challenge: School Renewal Costs

School renewal is the major issue facing the 
Sudbury Catholic DSB.

The system wide Facilities Condition Index (FCI) – the 
ratio of the value of renewal work needed at a school 
to the replacement value of the facility was estimated 
to be 33.1% in 2007. By 2011 this figure is expected 
to increase to 56.7%.
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Challenge: School Renewal Costs

School Renewal Needs currently estimated at $44M are 
projected to be $75M by 2011, an increase of $31M in four 
years.
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Conclusions

1. Not unlike most boards in the Province, enrolment 
in SCDSB  schools is in decline. Enrolment in 2022-
23 is projected to be 1,158 students (18%) lower than 
current levels by 2022-23.

2. The board does not need all of its schools. There is 
considerable surplus space in the board’s elementary 
and secondary schools suggesting that there is 
considerable scope to consolidate programming even if 
the Province were to initiate full day JK/SK 
programming.
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Conclusions

1. The board cannot afford to operate & maintain all of 
its schools. Expenditures on school operations exceed 
the funding provided by the Province for these 
purposes. Further, this situation is likely to worsen over 
the next several years.

2. The board’s schools are currently in very poor 
condition. Renewal needs are currently very high in 
relative terms. Further, the need for repairs in individual 
schools is projected to increase dramatically over the 
next few years as building components reach the end of 
their useful life. 

4.

3.
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Opportunity:

Capital Funding is currently available to assist Boards in providing 
‘Good Places to Learn’ for their Students. 

This funding will flow to boards who can demonstrate efficient and 
effective use of the funds to increase school utilization, reduce 
operating and school renewal costs, and improve programming and 
learning environments for students in the long term.

The Accommodation Review which the Board is currently 
undertaking provides us with a window of opportunity to creatively 
respond to challenges of declining enrolment, declining revenues, 
and physically deteriorating schools in a way that will us to provide 
‘Good Places to Learn’ for our students now and for the future.
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